
Grade 7
Writing

Released Items
Winter 2002



Winter 2002 Released Items Grade 7 Writing

Page 2

DAY 1   DAY 1   DAY 1
WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Sometimes people need advice to help them make a difficult choice or face a difficult decision.  At
other times, words of advice might encourage or motivate people.  Write about giving advice or
encouragement to others.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about advice or encouragement you would give someone younger than you
OR

describe a time when someone should have listened to advice from others
OR

show how words of advice or encouragement from someone
older have really helped you

OR
describe a time when advice might not be appreciated

OR
tell about a time when advice really motivated you or someone else

OR
write about the topic in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.
Your writing will be read by interested adults.

You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing,
listing, etc.  When you are ready, begin your draft.
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DAY 2   DAY 2   DAY 2
REVISING AND POLISHING

REVIEW OF WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

Use the following checklists as you revise and proofread the piece you have written.  Any writing
you want scored must start on page 3 in your Final Copy Answer Booklet.  No additional paper will
be scored.  Do not use correction fluid.  If you make an error, cross it out, and write your
correction above or next to it.

CHECKLIST FOR REVISION:

� Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the topic?

� Do I stay focused on my central idea?

� Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?

� Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?

� Is my writing organized and complete, with a clear beginning, middle, and end?

� Do I use a variety of interesting words, phrases, and/or sentences?

CHECKLIST FOR POLISHING:

� Have I checked and corrected my spelling to help readers understand my writing?

� Have I checked and corrected my punctuation and capitalization to help readers understand my
writing?
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Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade 7

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

4 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer uses creative, insightful detail.  The
organization helps unify the piece, and moves the reader easily through the text.  The voice
of the writer comes through in the rich and precise word choice and effective use of varied
sentence structure.  The text demonstrates varied use of standard writing conventions with
few errors.

3 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer adds basic detail.  Overall organization
is apparent but may be too obviously structured; there may be extraneous detail which
interferes with unity.  The writing demonstrates varied sentence structure as well as
appropriate word choices, including some engaging vocabulary.  Surface feature errors may
occasionally distract the reader, but they do not interfere with understanding.

2 The central idea is somewhat developed and the writer includes some detail.  However, focus
may shift and some details may be extraneous.  An attempt at organization is apparent
although ideas may lack a sense of wholeness.  Vocabulary is limited or inappropriate to the
task; sentence structure may be simple.  Surface feature errors make understanding difficult.

1 The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or may be too limited in
length to demonstrate proficiency.  Organization may be lacking or may seem arbitrary.
Vocabulary is limited; sentences may be choppy, incomplete, or rambling.  Numerous surface
feature errors may severely interfere with understanding.

Not ratable if:

off topic

illegible

written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Student Response 1

Score Point:  1

This response shows no development of a central idea.  It is too limited in length to
demonstrate proficiency.
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Student Response 2

Score Point:  1

This response has some development through the use of dialogue.  The story progresses, but
there are gaps that cause confusion as the writer jumps from one event to another (didn�t
keep his mouth shut�See R that�s what I mean).
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Student Response 3

Score Point:  1

This high �1� response has some development of a central idea; however, the progression of
events is unclear (watching TV, brother comes in, brother busts in, I was reading).  The
sudden focus shift at the end to an explanation of how the writer sticks up for the brother
and how encouragement is helpful also weakens the response.
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Student Response 4
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Score Point:  2

This low �2� response is a complete story.  Although there are few details and multiple
surface error features, there are no gaps and the story progresses smoothly from beginning to
end.  The internal dialogue (thought to myself get a pitbull) and the effective close help to
move this response into the �2� score point range.
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Student Response 5

Score Point:  2

This response, although sparse, is somewhat developed.  It is a complete explanation with
specific details.  There are no gaps and the use of transitional devices helps move the reader
through the response.
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Student Response 6

Score Point:  2

This high �2� response is somewhat developed.  It is a complete story that progresses
logically from beginning to end.  The specific detail provided throughout the narrative
enhances the response.  However, the writer seems to race to closure.  More even
development is needed for a higher score.
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Student Response 7
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Score Point:  3

This response is focused and is evenly developed with basic detail.  There is a clear
narrative progression.  Although the vocabulary is not particularly engaging, it is appropriate.
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Student Response 8
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Score Point:  3

This response is clear and focused.  It is evenly developed with specific details.  The
sentence structure is varied and the writing is engaging.
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Student Response 9
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Score Point:  3

This very high �3� response is well-developed and focused.  The word choice is appropriate
and there is some engaging vocabulary.  However, there are places where the meaning is not
clear (my parents purchased me a walker only to overlook that it would get worse) and where
the relevance to the story is not clear (the first paragraph on the second page).
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Student Response 10
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Score Point:  4

This response is organized and controlled.  The writer uses creative, insightful detail to
develop the storyline.  The voice of the writer is apparent.
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Student Response 11
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Score Point:  4

This response thoroughly develops this story.  Although the language is not particularly rich
and creative, the story progresses logically and smoothly from beginning to end.  The wealth of
detail and the tight control of the progression of events puts this response into the �4� score
point range.
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